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Now the cold is letting up and spring is coming along. In Japan, spring is an exciting time of growth and 
renewal. Plants revive and animals become active, and especially everybody is happy when the cherry 
blossom season begins. Japanese people have cherished the cherry blossoms since ancient times and have 
planted cherry trees throughout the country. Surely you can enjoy the cherry blossom viewing here in 
Morioka. 
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Explanatory notes: 
虚  parties are not allowed, Keep Fire Away  　　渠  parties are allowed, Keep Fire Away互
菊  the typical timing for best viewing in the average year   

＊What is "Hanami" (Cherry Blossom Viewing)?
Many people enjoy having parties under the cherry trees in full bloom and drinking sake. (In some 
spots you cannot have parties, only viewing the blossoms is allowed.)
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菊  Mid to late April 
This famous cherry tree is unique in appearance. It has grown 
in the crack of a huge granite boulder and is a designated 
National Natural Monument. The cherry tree is 11.2 meters tall, 
4.6 meters wide around the trunk, and of the Edo-higan variety. 
It is estimated to be over 360 years old, standing outside the 
Morioka District Court. This is one of the earliest cherry trees 
to reach full bloom in the city.

菊 Late April to early May This park is in downtown Morioka and one of the most 
popular cherry blossom viewing spots in the city. 
There used to be Morioka Castle on this site and you 
can enjoy remaining beautiful stone walls of the castle 
even now.A view from the former castle highest point is 
spectacular, especially when you look down the cherry trees 
in full bloom on the side of the Shimono-hashi bridge. The 
pink sea of cherry blossoms will never fail to impress you.
This park is one of the venues of "The Morioka Sakura (Cherry 
Blossom) Festival". During the festival, trees are lit up in the 
evenings. Night viewing of illuminated trees is just fantastic.
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菊  Late April to early May
Every spring many people enjoy the cherry blossom viewing 
here, having parties, walking or running on the 2 kilometers 
road around Takamatsu pond. On a mild spring day, you could 
even see the reþ ected Mt. Iwate in the surface of the pond with 
cherry blossoms. Takamatsu Park is one of Japan's "100 best 
cherry blossom spots".




